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Alpizar Law Obtains $2 Million Verdict
For Local High School Swimmer
On September 25, 2008, Jon Garrett, a 16year old Satellite High School student, was
on his way to a swim meet in Melbourne.
He was stopped at the intersection of Babcock Street and Bulldog Avenue in Melbourne, Florida, in a line of traffic when
he was violently rear-ended by a 2001 Ford
pick-up truck. As a result of the impact, the
1991 Toyota Celica that Jon was operating
was rendered a total loss.
As a result of the crash, he
was seriously and permanently injured, suffering
disc herniations in his
neck and his back.
Of particular concern
was the fact that he has
suffered multiple disc
herniations in the neck at C3-4 and C6-7,
as well as in his low back at L5-S1, with annular tears at L3, L4, L5, and S1.
Jon was a healthy and very active high
school student. His primary interest was
competitive swimming with aspirations of
receiving a Division 1 university swimming
scholarship. He was a varsity swimmer at
Satellite High School and was also highly

ranked both in the State of Florida and nationally.
This crash, which occurred at the beginning of the swimming season of Jon’s junior
year, set the wheels in motion for a dramatic
change in the goals and aspirations that Jon
had planned for his swimming future. Jon’s
injuries were severe enough that many athletes would have given up
their sport immediately.
Jon was a persistent, determined and focused young
man. With that self-imposed drive, Jon attempted to continue swimming
during the 2008-2009 and
2009-2010 seasons. It soon
became clear that something was very different.
Jon had been swimming as an elite, competitive swimmer for almost a decade when
the accident occurred. He had many medals,
awards and ribbons going back to when he
was 6 years old. His competitive swimming
career began at the Swim Atlanta Club where
he swam until he moved to Melbourne, Florida. Swim Atlanta is one of the top, nation-
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O. John Alpizar

“Helping people drives attorney John Alpizar”
When John Alpizar received the
Community Leader of the Year
Award from the Brevard Bar Foundation, his 86-year-old father, Octavio,
was part of the cheering crowd.
“It meant so much to me that my father was in attendance,” Alpizar said.
“He came to the U.S. from Cuba in
1948. He tells me he arrived with 13
cents in his pocket and immediately started to work. He is my hero. I
learned from him at an early age the
importance of giving back to the
community. His dream became my
good fortune.”
Alpizar’s father had the opportunity
to see the American dream realized
in his son, the first in his family to
graduate from high school, college

and law school. Two of his grandchildren, have gone to law school, and one
practices law with John. His son, Scott
Alpizar graduates from law school in
December and will join Alpizar’s Palm
Bay firm.
The Bar Foundation’s award carries a
deep significance for Alpizar, for the
nonprofit donates regularly to groups
such as Candlelighters, the Sharing
Center, Salvation Army, Yellow Umbrella, the Women’s Center and many
others.
“I urge the younger generation to adopt
giving as part of who they are,” Alpizar
said. “The need to give back was reinforced for me when I went to Cuba earlier this year on a trip with the Cocoa
Beach Chamber of Commerce.”
Alpizar credits his father for leading
by example, instilling in his son a work

ethic that has served him well in his
law career.
What did your dad do when he
moved to the United States?
My dad’s first job was at the Columbia Laundry in Key West. He worked
there for years as a presser working with the steam pressers to iron
clothes.
Why did you select law as a career?
I wanted to be an FBI agent. Back
then, to be an agent, you either had to
have a law degree or be a CPA. Once
in law school, my thinking changed
and I decided it would be more satisfying for me personally to actually
practice law rather than go into law
enforcement.
How long have you been practicing
law?
I was sworn into the practice of law

“I urge the younger generation to adopt giving as a part of who they are. The need
to give back was reinforced for me when I went to Cuba earlier this year.”
Dr. Alvarez, Rob Carty, Octavio Alpizar and Diane Carty.

“Life is but a journey, so enjoy the ride!”

on Nov. 13, 1978, by one of the finest judges we have had on the bench
in Brevard, the Honorable Clarence
Johnson.
What scores high in job satisfaction
for you?
Being able to help people in their
fight against corporations, and more
importantly, the insurance companies that take great pleasure in denying claims. I feel I can help level
the playing field and be a voice for
many who can’t speak for themselves
against these groups.
What impression of Cuba did you get
from your recent trip to the island?
My trip to Cuba was wonderful. I had
been there in 2014 and this time the
biggest thing I noticed was that the
people seemed to have hope. This
was my third trip to Cuba and for the
first time I was able to see the hope in
people following the announcement
by our president of resumed negotiations with the government of Cuba.
They are anxious for things to change
and excited to trade with us. I sensed
they are ready to move forward because they are tired of living backwards. One person told me that “we
pretend to work just like the government in Cuba pretends to take care
of us.”
How bad are things there?
Things are bad. The infrastructure is

David M. Alpizar		

terrible. The living conditions are
terrible. People need medicine and
basic goods. If it were not for the
huge black market, I think everything would have collapsed long
ago. They have clearly been suffering since Russia pulled out. I think
it is time for change. The current
embargo has not worked and 50
years of misery for these great people is enough. I still have relatives
on the island.

O. John Alpizar
Named Community
Leader of The Year

What do you do in your free time?
I go deep sea fishing in the Bahamas, or anywhere, for that matter.
I also collect wines and grow orchids.
Favorite Brevard hangout?
I enjoy lunch at Matt’s Casbah with
my friends, where we enjoy an occasional Cuban cigar. I like sitting
outside at Djon’s and I enjoy Trend
Kitchen and Scott’s on 5th.
What do you do when you crave
Cuban food?
Go to Ambia Cubana on Melbourne Avenue. Alfredo there does
the real thing.
What is your personal motto?
Life is but a journey, so enjoy the
ride!
Article by Maria Sonnenberg &
Photo by Chris Kridler for
FLORIDA TODAY

O. John Alpizar

Scott D. Alpizar

O. John Alpizar was honored with the
Community Leader of the Year Award
from the Brevard Bar Foundation in
February 2015. There were more than
150 guests who attended the dinner
and ceremony to support John. “The
Brevard Bar Foundation was privileged to honor John as its 2015 Community Leader of the Year,” said Foundation President Michael Kahn of
Michael Kahn, P.A. “It is an award annually given by the Brevard Bar Foundation for a community leader who
has provided a sterling example to the
community at large of what individuals strive to achieve for the community in which they live. John is a perfect
example of a worthy individual for
our award. Among his many achievements for the community at large, he
has honored us with the donations
that established and has sustained the
John Alpizar Endowment Fund of the
Brevard Bar Foundation.” Kahn said
of the John Alpizar Endowment Fund,
“It was a lucky day for me and the Brevard Bar Foundation that I came upon
the idea for an endowment and happened to call my friend, John, and as
he said, ‘Mike, you’ve caught me on a
good day. How can I help?’ ” and that
is how the John Alpizar Endowment
came to be.

National
Association of
Distinguished
Counsel Nation’s
Top One Percent

Cuban-American Lawyers Make an
Impact in Brevard County
The Brevard County Bar Association publication, the Ex Parte, recently
did an article on Cuban-American Lawyers who are making an impact
in Brevard County. Both O. John Alpizar and David M. Alpizar were
featured in the publication, by Kim Torres.

O. John Alpizar, David M. Alpizar,
and Andrew B. Pickett of Alpizar
Law LLC, have been selected to
the 2015 list of the Nation’s Top
One Percent of attorneys by the
National Association of Distinguished Counsel. NADC is an organization dedicated to promoting the highest standards of legal
excellence. Its mission is to objectively recognize the attorneys who
elevate the standards of the Bar
and provide a benchmark for other lawyers to emulate.

Senior U.S. District Judge John Antoon, II astutely observed that members of the Cuban-American Bar Association are being recognized for
their outstanding contributions to our community and to the legal profession.

Members are thoroughly vetted by
a research team, selected by a blue
ribbon panel of attorneys with podium status from independently
neutral organizations, and approved by a judicial review board
as exhibiting virtue in the practice
of law. Due to the incredible selectivity of the appointment process, only the top one percent of
attorneys in the United States are
awarded membership in NADC.
This elite class of advocates consists of the finest leaders of the
legal profession from across the
nation.

David M. Alpizar is following in his father’s footsteps as a successful trial lawyer who has strong
ties to the people and culture in our region.

While being recognized as one of the most accomplished trial attorneys
in Brevard County, John Alpizar has also served in leadership positions
as former President of the Brevard County Bar Association and currently, as a member of the Florida Bar Board of Governors. One of his
most memorable contributions to the community is the Thanksgiving
Turkey Giveaway that his firm has hosted over the past two years. Each
year over 500 frozen turkeys are given to grateful residents just before
Thanksgiving.
The next generation of Cuban-American lawyers
in Brevard County looks quite promising as well.

$400,000.00 Settlement Reached
on the Eve of Trial
On October 21, 2011, Jane Doe was
traveling eastbound on Sarno Road in
Melbourne, Florida, when the defendant
driver negligently made a left turn in
front of her vehicle. As a direct result of
the ensuing motor vehicle collision, Jane
Doe sustained multiple injuries, including bulging and herniated discs in her cervical spine which necessitated surgical intervention in the form of an anterior cervical diskectomy and fusion. After filing suit and protracted litigation for Ms.
Doe’s significant and permanent injuries, the defendant’s insurance
carrier eventually entered into meaningful settlement negotiations.
Just prior to trial, Jane Doe’s case was settled for $400,000.00.

David M. Alpizar
David M. Alpizar is
Nationally Ranked

Top 10 Under 40 with the National
Academy of Personal Injury Attorneys!
David M. Alpizar is a civil trial attorney focusing his
practice in the areas of personal injury, auto accident,
and wrongful death claims. David was born and raised in
Brevard County, Florida. He graduated from University
of Florida with a B.S. in finance and attended St. Thomas University School of Law, graduating in two and a half
years. After law school, David spent three years working at
a large law firm in Orlando, Florida, defending insurance
companies and large corporations. After which, in 2007,
he and his family returned to Brevard County where he
joined his father at Alpizar Law.
Presently David’s practice is focused on representing those
injured in auto accidents with a special focus on trucking
and tractor-trailer litigation. He also represents the estates, family members and survivors of loved ones due to
the negligence of others.

legal arena.
David has served as president of the Brevard County Bar Association -Young Lawyers Division. He is an EAGLE member of the Florida Justice Association and the American Association for Justice.
When he is not working, David and his wife Rebecca, along
with their two daughters, are always giving back to the community and volunteering to help where ever they can.
For the injured, finding a well-qualified personal injury attorney is imperative. David’s work, recognitions and community involvement leaves no doubt as to who the preeminent personal injury attorney is in Brevard County.

David has achieved an AV professional rating by Martindale-Hubbell. He has been recognized as a Top 40 Under
40 attorney by the National Trial Lawyers. He has also
been recognized as a Super Lawyers Florida Rising Star;
he is nationally ranked top 10 under 40 with the National
Academy of Personal Injury Attorneys, and was a finalist
for LEAD Brevard 4 Under 40.
David serves as the current President of the Vassar B. Carlton Inn of Court. The Inn of Court is designed to promote
legal excellence, civility, professionalism and ethics in the

Pictured here are David and Rebecca at the Portraits of Possibilities fundraiser
to benefit the Children’s Home Society of Florida, Brevard Division.

David Alpizar has been recognized by Florida Super Lawyers as a Rising Star.
He has also been selected to the National Trial Lawyers Top 40 Under 40

Andrew B. Pickett
Andrew Pickett began his legal career as a prosecutor at the State Attorney’s Office
in the 18th Circuit in Brevard County, where he handled thousands of cases, ranging
from simple misdemeanors to serious felonies. In 2011, Andrew was awarded the
State Attorney’s Office Pride in Excellence Attorney of the Year Award. By the end
of his tenure as a prosecutor, Andrew had tried to verdict over forty jury trials and
handled numerous appeals.
Andrew served as 2012-2013 President of the Young Lawyers Division of the Brevard
County Bar Association. He is also active in the Vassar B. Carlton American Inn of
Court, where he received the Member of the Year Award in 2011. Andrew is a member of the Florida Justice Association and is a graduate of the 2014 Al J. Cone Trial
Advocacy Institute.
Andrew Pickett was selected as a Top 12 Finalist for LEAD Brevard’s 4 Under 40, currently serves on the Friends of the Children’s Advocacy Center of Brevard, and has
been selected to the Nation’s Top One Percent of Attorneys by the National Association of Distinguished Counsel. Andrew also served on the Grant Review Committee
for the Community Foundation for Brevard. He was re-elected to represent the 18th
Circuit on the Florida Bar Young Lawyers Division Board of Governors, and was
recently featured in Florida Today as “One to Watch”. Andrew serves as an adjunct
faculty member at Eastern Florida State College in the paralegal program and is a
part-time instructor in the Law Enforcement Academy.

Andrew competed in the 2013
Dancing with Brevard fundraiser to benefit the KLD Youth
Foundation.

Our Legal Assistants
Cynthia M. Scott

Frank Munro

Vonda Vassar

Cynthia Martinez Scott was born
in Brooklyn, New York. She has
worked in the legal field for over
20 years and has worked for some
of the most prestigious law firms
in Brevard County.

Frank Munro has worked for multiple
law firms in Brevard County over the
past 26 years.

Vonda Vassar grew up in Louisiana
and attended LSU in Baton Rouge.
She began her career in the insurance industry as a claims adjuster
trainee in Orlando in 1987. Vonda
became a licensed insurance adjuster in 1989 and has worked throughout her career with various insurance companies handling personal
automobile, commercial automobile, and general liability insurance
claims in many areas across the
United States. Vonda spent the last
eleven years working as an adjuster with a third-party administrator
alongside insurance companies on
the defense side specializing in tractor trailer and commercial towing/
liability insurance claims and litigation.

Cynthia joined Alpizar Law, LLC
in 2009. As paralegal to O. John
Alpizar, she specializes in personal injury and trucking litigation.
Cynthia enjoys the day-to-day
challenges of her job, working
with clients, and the satisfaction
that, at the end of a case, she has
helped make a client’s life easier.
She is a member of the Florida Justice Association, The National Association of Legal Assistants, the
Paralegal Association of Florida,
Inc., and Brevard Paralegal Association, Inc. In May 2015, Cynthia
was a nominee for the Melbourne
Regional Chamber Woman of Excellence Award.
Cynthia has lived in Brevard
County for 27 years. She has three
beautiful children. She is very
active in her church, loves reading and writing, shopping, a good
movie, and most of all, spending
time with her family.

Before working as a paralegal, he
worked as an insurance claims adjuster for over 5 years specializing in
personal injury and workers’ compensation.
Frank initially joined Alpizar Law in
1989. After spending 17 years with the
firm, he worked for two other firms
before returning to the Alpizar Law
“family” in 2013 as paralegal to David
Alpizar.
He is a licensed “all lines” insurance
adjuster with the State of Florida,
Board Certified Workers’ Compensation adjuster, Florida Registered Paralegal with the Florida Bar, and a member of both the American Association
for Justice and the Florida Justice Association. He spends many hours each
year attending seminars and online
classes to fulfill continuing education requirements and stay abreast of
changes in the law, ethics and professional claims handling.
Frank has a passion for history and
golf. He enjoys spending time with his
wife, traveling and visiting historical
monuments throughout the country
and spending time with family. He has
two beautiful daughters, who both reside outside of Florida.

Vonda left the insurance industry
and joined Alpizar Law, LLC in May
2015 as Legal Assistant to Attorney
Andrew Pickett.
Vonda maintains several insurance
adjuster licenses other than Florida.
Throughout the years, Vonda has
received countless hours of continuous education in insurance coverage
and defense strategies, as well as
training in writing auto physical
damage.

Community Involvement & Upcoming Events
Operation Hope Back To
School Back Pack Giveaway

Candlelighters of Brevard
Signature Sponsors

On Saturday, August
22nd, we had the privilege of supporting
one of our community partners, Operation
Hope in Fellsmere,
Florida. Each year,
Operation Hope distributes over 600 backpacks,
filled with school supplies, to local children. Not only
do they hand out backpacks, but it is a fun-filled family event with food, bounce houses and even musical
performances!! Alpizar Law donated $1,000 to support the event.

Candlelighters of Brevard is a non-profit organization
dedicated to ensuring no one in Brevard County has
to face the diagnosis of childhood cancer alone. There
are no pediatric oncologists here in Brevard County, so
100% of the families affected by childhood cancer must
travel thousands of miles a year for treatment. Alpizar
Law, LLC is a proud sponsor of Candlelighters Signature
Fundraising Events, Annual Ladies Night Out and Have
a Heart Valentines Extravaganza. “Because Kids Can’t
Fight Cancer Alone.”

Grant Seafood Festival
On February 28th and March 1st, Alpizar Law was a proud sponsor of the 49th Annual Grant Seafood Festival in Grant, Florida. The festival offers a variety of some of
the best seafood in Florida with live bands entertaining all day.
The festival’s seafood booths were manned 100% by local volunteers and more than
100 artists from across the country exhibited their arts and crafts during the two-day
festival.
All proceeds from the Grant Seafood festival are put back into the community of
Grant. Projects include a Scholarship Fund, the Grant Library and the Grant Historical House. Attendance this year was approximately 30,000-35,000 people. Good
times were had by all.

Health First Benefit Ball

Patron Sponsor for Boo at the Zoo

Health First has a community vision that the Health First
Foundation Benefit Ball will
help continue to fund the critical programs and technology for Health First Cancer
Services to effectively serve this community and make
a difference in the lives of those affected by cancer. Alpizar Law donated $2,000 to support the event.

Alpizar Law proudly sponsored
Boo at the Zoo, an annual event
put on by the Brevard County
Zoo. It’s a family friendly way
to safely trick or treat, see light
shows, and other musical entertainment. The zoo opens its doors to the public at 5:30pm
Fridays - Sundays during the month of October, to offer
Halloween fun to families in Brevard County.

Alpizar Law Turkey Giveaway
For the past two years Alpizar Law has generously given away 500 frozen turkeys to those in our community. The Saturday
before Thanksgiving is turning out to be a great day in the community of Palm Bay and Brevard County as a whole. With
so many people who need just a little extra help, especially during the holidays, the generosity of John & David Alpizar
has been heartwarming. Giving away the turkeys, which are ordered from Petty’s on Babcock, is a token of Mr. Alpizar’s
appreciation to the members of the community for choosing Alpizar Law for more than 30 years. Mr. Alpizar is a firm
believer, that if the community hadn’t supported him, he wouldn’t be where he is today, able to support the community
during Thanksgiving & the Holiday Season.
Alpizar Law will be celebrating its 3rd Annual Thanksgiving Turkey Giveaway on Saturday, November 21st. The
first turkey will be given away at 10:30am. This year we will
be giving away 600 turkeys!!! They are on a first come, first
served basis. No pre-registration required. You will register at the registration table when you arrive. There will be
a line to register and once you have done that you will be
given a number. The ticket number will also enter you to
win a large flat screen TV. Ticket numbers will be called
starting at 10:30am. Please only one turkey per household.
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Saturday, November 21st
10:30AM
Alpizar Law, LLC
1528 Palm Bay Rd.
Palm Bay, FL 32905
*600 Turkeys will be given away on a first come first
serve basis. Only 1 turkey per household.

This year Alpizar Law will have musical entertainment by
Special Guest, DJ Timmy Vee. Our family friendly event
will offer free face painting, the Palm Bay Fire Department
will be there with a Ladder Fire Truck for kids to tour and
take their pictures. We cannot wait to see you there!
Saturday, November 21st, 10:30am at our office located at
1528 Palm Bay Road diagonally across the street from Applebee’s. PARKING will be available behind the Applebee’s
in the old Roxy Cinema Parking lot and our friendly Palm
Bay Police will be helping to direct traffic so you can safely
cross Palm Bay Road.
Happy Thanksgiving from Our Family to Yours!

$450,000.00 Settlement for Rear End Motor Vehicle Crash
On March 16, 2009, Jane Doe was headed south on Wickham Road and had come to a complete stop behind backedup traffic from the intersection of Post Road and Wickham Road. Suddenly and without warning, the defendant
driver struck the rear end of Ms. Doe’s vehicle. The impact caused Ms. Doe’s vehicle to strike the rear-end of the vehicle directly in front of her, which was also at a complete stop. Due to the negligence of the defendant, the plaintiff
sustained significant property damage. The plaintiff ’s MRIs showed mild disc bulging L1-2 and L5-S1, moderate disc
desiccation L5-S1, multiple hemangiomas at T5, T6, T7 and L1, posterior right paramedian disc herniation at T2-3;
and posterior left lateral disc herniation at T7-8 and T8-9. After almost two years of therapy and injections to SI joint,
Ms. Doe underwent surgery performed by a back specialist at a local surgery center. It was obvious in reviewing the
medical records that Ms. Doe will continue to need medical care in the future in the form of doctor visits, diagnostic
testing, prescription medications, physical therapy, and pain management. Ms. Doe’s case was settled for $450,000.00.

Alpizar Law Obtains $2 Million Verdict For
Local High School Swimmer
(Continued from pg 1)

ally recognized clubs in the United States and has produced many
Olympians and Division 1 swimmers. His talent was recognized
early and he was allowed to begin
swimming with Swim Atlanta at
age 7. While Jon was proficient
in all strokes, his strengths were
in the butterfly and the freestyle
sprint. He had been swimming at,
or near, the 98th percentile for approximately 10 years prior to the
crash. His swimming has been a
lifelong commitment, not merely
a high school sport. Like so many driven and dedicated
people, Jon attempted to get back in the pool. It was clear
that Jon was not the same swimmer.

After the crash, Jon noticed tremendous difficulty and
pain with some of the most basic movements of a swimmer. The normal head turn to take a breath was a painful
experience. Exploding off the block to start a race was difficult. Flip turns, done as part of the freestyle sprint races
to change directions, put tremendous pain and strain on
his body. As a result of the pain and limitations, Jon’s race
times decreased significantly, taking him out of the elite
swimmer category.
“Jon’s performance trend from year’s prior to the accident
clearly indicates he was on the track for a successful junior
and senior year in high school. The future looked bright
for Jon to capture a state title, become a high school All
American and to compete at the collegiate level. You can
see this accident has significantly affected Jon’s swimming
career. The numbers don’t lie. He is not a State Finalist or
a High School All American, and it is my opinion he has
virtually no opportunity to compete at the NCAA level,”
said Jon’s long time swim coach.
The serious spinal injuries caused significant pain and
limited Jon’s ability to move his neck and perform the
motions required for swim strokes, and ultimately ended

his pursuit to swim competitively and earn a Division 1 swimming scholarship.
After giving up swimming, Jon
attended Georgia Institute of
Technology on an academic
scholarship. While at school, he
continued with strengthening
exercises, and planned to return
following his spring semester to
consider more aggressive treatment including disc replacement
surgery in the lumbar spine.

Unfortunately, the driver of the pick-up truck that crashed
into Jon only maintained $100,000.00 in bodily injury liability coverage. It became clear very early that Jon’s injuries were very serious and the
available liability insurance would
not be sufficient to cover the full
extent of his injuries.
Next, we looked to USAA, Jon’s
uninsured/underinsured (UM/
UIM) carrier. Fortunately, Jon
had another $900,000.00 in UM/
UIM insurance benefits. Unfortunately, USAA was not interested
in making a fair or serious effort
to reimburse Jon for the injuries
he suffered due to no fault of his own.
Because of USAA’s lack of interest, Jon was forced to file a
lawsuit, and the case went through several years of protracted litigation. Jon filed a proposal for settlement during the
course of the lawsuit as a further settlement effort. Again,
USAA was not interested in being fair.
Ultimately, the case proceeded to a jury trial. The case was
tried by Alpizar Law attorneys, O. John Alpizar and Andrew Pickett. The trial lasted 4 days. During jury deliberations, USAA was given a final opportunity to settle for the
available UM/UIM limits. Again, USAA was not interested,
despite having heard all the evidence. A Brevard County
jury returned a verdict in the amount of $2,000,752.27. The
verdict was more than 25% greater than the Proposal for
Settlement, which placed further financial responsibility on
USAA for attorneys’ fees. Jon Garrett hasn’t let injuries stop
him from having a successful future, he is currently in a
Master’s program at Georgia Tech for Engineering.

Insurance Companies Paid the Policy Limits
of $100,000.00 to Settle 7 Cases
1.

William Meyers

On July 30, 2014, William Meyers was driving a 2005 F150 XLT and was stopped in traffic on Babcock Street in Melbourne,
Florida. Suddenly, and without warning, he was rear-ended by a Dodge Caravan, which had been pushed into him by a Toyota
Camry that failed to stop for traffic. As a result of the collision, Mr. Meyers suffered permanent injuries to his neck and back,
including disc herniations. He received medical treatment and ultimately was recommended for neck surgery. As a result of
the crash, Mr. Meyers was unable to fully perform his job as a painter. The driver who caused the crash did not carry bodily
injury liability insurance coverage. However, Alpizar Law, LLC, was able to successfully settle the claim with Metropolitan
Casualty Insurance Company for the uninsured motorist limits of $100,000.00.

2.

Jane Doe

On November 17, 2008, Jane Doe was traveling south on Babcock Street in Palm Bay, Florida. As she entered the intersection
with Community College Park, the defendant, who was traveling northbound, made a sudden left turn directly in front of Ms.
Doe. The defendant was charged with a violation of Florida Statute for turning left in front of approaching traffic. Ms. Doe’s
vehicle suffered extensive damage and was determined to be a total loss. As a result of this significant crash, she had complaints
of headaches, blurred vision, and dizziness, loss of balance, photophobia, nausea, short term memory loss, neck pain, mid-back
pain, and low back pain. MRIs of her lumbar spine showed she had a bulging disc at L4-5, disc herniations at C4-5 as well as a
bulging disc at C6-7, and a reversal of the normal cervical lordosis. It became obvious in reviewing the medical documentation
that Ms. Doe would require ongoing medical care in the form of doctor visits, pain medication, diagnostic testing, epidural
and facet injections, and physical therapy. The defendant’s insurance company had policy limits of $100,000.00 in bodily injury
liability coverage and agreed to settle with Ms. Doe for the policy limits.

3.

John Doe

On April 21, 2010, John Doe was at a complete stop at 66th Avenue near the intersection of SR-60 in Indian River County, Florida, when he was rear-ended by the defendant’s vehicle. Mr. Doe, had complaints of neck pain, low back pain and paresthesia
in the heels and into his hands. MRIs showed he had a disc protrusion at L3-4 and L4-5. He continued to experience constant
low back pain radiating into his legs, with numbness and tingling in his legs, and a burning sensation in the back of his left leg.
It was a specialist’s opinion that he suffered a low back injury with left S1 radiculopathy. His wife was also entitled to be compensated for the loss of her husband’s services in and around the household, as well as the loss of his comfort and society as a
result of the injuries sustained in the motor vehicle crash. The at–fault driver’s insurance company agreed to settle on behalf of
their insured for the $100,000.00 policy limits.

4.

Genesis Fuentes

On January 16, 2015, Genesis Fuentes was traveling west on Palm Bay Road in the center through lane with the flow of traffic.
Suddenly and without warning, Ryan Kilmer, who was operating a vehicle with the permission of the owners, Joseph and Patricia Kilmer, made a left turn into ongoing traffic and struck the front end of Ms. Fuentes’ vehicle. Mr. Kilmer was cited for failure
to yield to oncoming traffic while making a left turn. Due to the negligence of Ryan Kilmer, Ms. Fuentes’ vehicle was deemed a
total loss. Ms. Fuentes also suffered significant bodily injury. As a result of the crash she had complaints of head pain, nose pain,
left wrist pain, abrasions to the nose and left wrist, neck pain, back pain (cervical, thoracic, and lumbar), headaches, radiculopathy to upper and lower extremities, post-concussion syndrome, and bilateral shoulder pain. The defendants had $100,000.00
in bodily injury liability coverage and agreed to settle with Ms. Fuentes for the available policy limits.

5.

Holly Rucker

On July 20, 2014, Ms. Holly Rucker was traveling north on Harbor City Boulevard in Melbourne, Florida. The northbound
middle and outer-right lanes have a continuous green light at the intersection of Nasa Boulevard. Joshua King, operating a vehicle owned by Debbie King, had entered Harbor City Boulevard from Nasa Boulevard. Instead of entering Harbor City

1528 Palm Bay Rd. N.E.
Palm Bay, Florida 32905

5.

Holly Rucker (continued) Boulevard directly into the left through lane, Joshua King entered into the mid-

6.

Jane Doe

7.

John Doe

dle lane directly into the path of Holly Rucker. Ms. Rucker attempted to take immediate action and swerved to her right to avoid
being hit by the defendant. Because the defendant’s vehicle kept coming toward her, Ms. Rucker swerved into a vehicle driven
by Chris Cochran and her vehicle then slid into the guard rail of the outer northbound lane before coming to a stop. Defendant
sped off without offering aid or providing his information. He later appeared to the Melbourne Police Department to report
that he caused the crash. He was cited for failure to use due care. Ms. Rucker’s vehicle sustained significant property damage
and was deemed a total loss. Ms. Rucker sustained significant bodily injury. Alpizar Law, LLC was able to secure a settlement
for the available policy limits of $100,000.00 in bodily injury liability coverage on behalf of Ms. Rucker.

On May 26, 2009, on the I-95 off ramp at Malabar Road, in Palm Bay, Florida, Ms. Doe was at a complete stop behind the defendant. In an attempt to get around a broken down vehicle, the defendant put his vehicle in reverse and, without looking, backed
his vehicle directly into the front end of Ms. Doe’s vehicle. Defendant was cited for improper backing. As a result of the collision, Ms. Doe was terminated from her job as an administrative assistant due to absences relating to her doctor appointments
for treatment of her injuries. Mrs. Doe’s case was settled for the policy limits of $100,000.00.

On July 18, 2013, John Doe was traveling northbound in the right travel lane on Babcock Street in Palm Bay, Florida, when the
defendant driver negligently drove into the path of Mr. Doe, causing a head-on collision. Unfortunately, the defendant and
defendant’s passenger were not wearing their seat belts and both were ejected from their vehicle. John Doe had to be extracted
from his vehicle with the jaws of life. Mr. Doe sustained a left closed patella fracture and contusions and lacerations to his left
arm. Defendant was charged with three counts of DUI with serious injury, three counts of driving while license suspended
causing serious injury, three counts of DUI with property damage, DUI with personal injury to another, driving while license
suspended, and careless driving. The driver who caused the crash did not carry bodily injury liability insurance coverage. However, Alpizar Law, LLC, was able to successfully settle the claim with Doe’s Automobile Insurance Company for the uninsured
motorist limits of $100,000.00.

