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Alpizar Law has had the honor of representing and resolving a wrongful death claim on behalf of a Brevard 
County family.  It has been a pleasure working with the family in bringing this case to a conclusion.  The tragic 
accident, which took the life of a hard working husband and father of three, occurred early spring of 2011.  Our 
client was traveling northbound on I-95 in the early morning hours on his way to work.  The day of the accident 
was a special day in that father and son were scheduled to visit the government offices in central Florida to han-
dle some family obligations. Our client worked two jobs, and his co-workers described him as a wonderful man 
and a pleasure to work with. While traveling northbound on I-95, our client was struck by a box truck owned by a 
South Florida company, that supplies motor fuels, lubricants, and additives across Florida and the Caribbean.  
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Brevard County Family Receives $8,000,000 

Settlement with the Help of Alpizar Law, LLC 

and Referring Partner, Michael Poe, Esq. 



School is out for the Summer. The kids are home for 
the next few months.  Vacation planning are in the 
works. In sunny Florida, a great deal of time will be 
spent outdoors with family, friends and neighbors en-
joying barbecues, swimming in pools and at the beach. 
Keep your family safe during this time of year!  

 These important Summer safety tips will help to make sure 
your Summer is a memorable one! 

Pool Safety 

 Supervise Constantly: Good supervision means you are able 

to scan the pool area every 20 seconds and be able to reach the 
pool in 10 seconds. 

 Assess Swimming Ability: Ensure everyone in the home 

knows how to swim well by enrolling them in age-appropriate 
water orientation and learn-to-swim courses. 

 Secure with Appropriate Safety Barriers: Install a 4 foot 

fence with a self-closing, self-latching gate that has a locking 
mechanism beyond a child’s reach.  Place a safety cover on the 
pool or hot tub when not in use and remove any ladders or 
steps used for access.   

 Always check the pool first if a child is missing.  Many 

drowning accidents happen when children have been missing 
for less than 5 minutes. 

 Follow the Rules: Establish and enforce rules and safe behav-

iors, such as “no diving,” “stay away from drain covers,” “swim 
with a buddy” and “walk please.” 

 

Beach Safety 

 Use Lifeguards: You should also swim only at a lifeguard-

protected beach, within the designated swimming area. 
Obey all instructions and orders from lifeguards. 

 Assess Water Depth: Don’t dive headfirst—protect your 

neck. Check for depth and obstructions before diving, and 
go in feet first the first time. 

 Watch for Rip Currents: If you are caught in a rip current, 

stay calm and don’t fight the current. Swim parallel to the 
shore until you are out of the current. Once you are free, 
turn and swim toward shore.  

 

Backyard Safety 

 Where to Grill: Never grill indoors or near deck railings and 

porches. Keep grills at least 10 feet from any structure and 
away from eaves and lowhanging branches. Grilling mishaps 
cause more than 8,300 fires and send 3,000 people to the 
emergency room each year. 

 Pay Attention: Keep children and pets away from the grill 

area. Never leave your grill unattended.   

 Ensure Proper Maintenance: Have a spray bottle or fire ex-

tinguisher handy. An unexpected flare up can burn more than 
your burgers. Keep your grill clean by removing grease or fat 
buildup from the grills and in trays below the grill. Also, coals 
get hot, so dispose of charcoal away from kids and pets and 
cool it down with a hose. 

 Never Use Gasoline or Kerosene to Light a Charcoal Fire: 
Both can cause an explosion. If you use a starter fluid, use only 
charcoal starter fluid. 

 Propane Safety: Check gas grill hoses for cracking, brittle-

ness, holes and leaks. Apply a light soap and water solution to 
the hose. A propane 
leak will release bub-
bles. If your grill has a 
gas leak, by smell or the 
soapy bubble test, and 
there is no flame, turn 
off the gas tank and 
grill. If the leak stops, 
get the grill serviced by 
a professional before 
using it again. If the 
leak does not stop, or if 

you smell gas while cooking, immediately get away from the 
grill and call the fire department. 

 Inspect Outdoor Decorative Lights Carefully: Some fami-

lies add backyard ambience with outdoor decorative lighting. 
Do not connect more than 3 midget light string sets together. 
Light strings with screw-in bulbs should have a maximum of 50 
bulbs connected together. Be sure to use light strings bearing 
the UL Mark, which means it has tested samples of the product 
for risk of fire, electric shock and other hazards. 

Substantial changes have been made to Florida’s Per-
sonal Injury Protection (PIP) Law, effective January 1, 
2013, which impacted you and your loved ones. 
 

 An individual must seek initial medical services and 
care within 14 days after an accident to qualify for 
any benefits.  

 

 PIP will cover up to $10,000 in benefits, only if the 
determination is made that the patient had an 
“Emergency Medical Conditions.” Otherwise, bene-
fits may be limited to $2,500. 

 

 Only a medical doctor or another qualified specialist 
can make the determination that the patient had an 
“Emergency Medical Condition.” 

SUMMER IS HERE 
POOL, BEACH & BACKYARD 

SAFETY TIPS 

PIP LAW UPDATE & HOW IT AFFECTS YOU 
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Our client’s vehicle had developed some mechanical 
problems which resulted in his car traveling slower 
than traffic in the right hand lane.  Several vehicles, 
also traveling northbound, were able to observe our 
client’s slower moving vehicle and its emergency flash-
ers.  They were able to move from the right hand lane 
to the left lane without difficulty.  The South Florida 
truck, however, was following too closely and put 
themselves in a position where they could not move 
from the right hand lane to the left lane upon encoun-
tering the 
slower moving 
vehicle.  The 
truck slammed 
into the rear of 
our client’s ve-
hicle.  Their 
driver was ex-
ceeding the 
speed limit in a 
c o n s t r u c t i o n 
zone.  He was 
not maintaining 
full attention 
and otherwise 
ignored traffic conditions.  Discovery in the case 
showed a number of violations of both the Federal Mo-
tor Carrier Safety Regulations and the Florida State 
Law equivalent.  In addition, the truck driver, who was 
a professional truck driver, violated a number of rules 
of the road as enumerated in places such as the Florida 
CDL Manual.   
 
With the assistance of accident reconstruction experts, 
along with trucking and truck safety experts, the case 
proceeded and was scheduled for trial in July of 2013.  
A motion to amend the Complaint to allege a claim for 
punitive damages was in the process due to the fact 
that the driver had had two prior similar accidents, in-
cluding one in another construction zone, resulting in 
personal injury.  The company had failed to take appro-
priate corrective measures consistent with industry 

standards to insure that the habits of their driver were in 
conformity with safety rules of the road.   
 
Our client had no escape route as the entire right side of 
I-95 had been barricaded with large construction con-
crete barriers.  The barriers continued for at least one 
mile north and equally to the south of where the colli-
sion occurred.  There was no evasive action that our cli-
ent could take to avoid the massive box truck.  There 
was a complete lack of evidence that the driver of the 
truck did anything to avoid the crash.  In fact, the impact 
resulted in our client’s car being pushed in excess of 500 
feet.  Ultimately, the truck climbed on top of our client’s 
Toyota causing crushing injuries and death.   
 
At the time our client lost his life he was a little bit over 
45 years.  He had come to the United States from a Car-
ibbean island looking for better conditions for he and his 
family.  He had ultimately brought his wife and three 
children to Florida and finally to Palm Bay, Florida.  While 
in Florida, our client worked at least two jobs as did his 
wife.    The children are all graduates of the Brevard 
County Public School System.  At present, the oldest 
son, who served as Personal Representative of the Es-
tate, is in college and hopes to ultimately attend medical 
school. The younger siblings are now also heading for 
college. 
 
Mr. Alpizar was associated on the case by our referring 
partner, Michael Poe, Esquire.  A case was presented to 
National Interstate Insurance Company and to the ex-
cess carrier, Navigators Specialty Insurance Company.  
Both of these companies provided trucking insurance to 
the defendants.  A Proposal for Settlement was filed and 
the case resolved when National Interstate Insurance 
Company and Navigators Specialty Insurance Company, 
on behalf of the trucking company, accepted an 
$8,000,000.00 Proposal for Settlement.  Alpizar Law 
wishes to thank, not only our referring partner, but the 
family with which we shared this tragic experience and 
we were able to provide our expertise in trucking cases 
to assist them in having this tragic event make a differ-
ence in their lives. 

ALPIZAR LAW OBTAINS $8 MILLION SETTLEMENT FOR BREVARD FAMILY 
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OVER 14,000 LIVES IMPACTED THROUGH  
ALPIZAR LAW’S PARTNERSHIP WITH  

OPERATION HOPE  

 
We look forward to continuing the Brevard Bar Foundation’s very successful year thus far by increasing the John Alpizar 
Endowment, as well as growing membership in the Foundation, in the coming year. It has been a pleasure, once again, to 
serve as the Bar Foundation’s President for this year. There are great plans to further increase the Brevard Bar Founda-
tion John Alpizar Endowment Fund with the goal of financial self-sufficiency. Financial self-sufficiency would be to achieve 
an amount of money in the Brevard Bar Foundation John Alpizar Endowment Fund, whereby the interest of which would 
be used to fund, in whole or part, our monthly donations, as John Alpizar contemplated originally. We have agreed with 
John Alpizar to grow the principal of the fund to the point where, until that threshold is reached, the funds will not be used 
for any purposes but to increase its size. Thus, any and all interest in the fund is reinvested in its principal.  
 
Over the holiday, I met with John Alpizar. He pledged to continue to raise monies for the endowment fund. He recognizes 
the important work that the Brevard Bar Foundation is doing and also the importance of the goal of self-sufficiency. To that 
end, he continued his marvelous generosity to the fund by donating an additional $10,000 to the endowment.  
 
The goal of the Bar Foundation always must be maintained as consistent with its mission statement. The purity and sim-
plicity of the organization and its apolitical nature must always be maintained as well. The mission statement of the Bar 
Foundation is to enhance the public’s awareness of the role of law and lawyers in the Brevard County community. This is 
fulfilled by many different means, most notably, the sponsoring of programs through the Bar and through the Bar Founda-
tion and the donation made throughout the year by the Bar Foundation to local charitable organization.  Keeping to its 
mission statement and making the achievement of its goals as straight forward and simple as possible also is of para-
mount importance to the Bar Foundation.  

BREVARD BAR FOUNDATION  

JOHN ALPIZAR ENDOWMENT FUND 
By: Michael Kahn, President (Excerpt) 

On April 20, 2013, Surfside Elementary, in Satel-

lite Beach, held its annual Backyard BBQ and 

also celebrated it’s 50th Anniversary! This year, 

Surfside’s PTO raised over $7,200 for the 

school!! Alpizar Law was a huge help in raising 

that money, as the law firm donated a 39in flat 

screen TV and Blu-ray player, for the silent auc-

tion. The money raised by the PTO will go back to 

the school in the form of new playground equip-

ment, i-Pads and other technology items, class-

room needs and school supplies.  

ALPIZAR LAW SUPPORTS LOCAL 

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
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Florida is one of the busiest states in the United States. Its 
beautiful weather and landscape make it a desirable place 
to live and work, as well as a vacation hot spot. Florida has 
the second-highest tourism rate out of all 50 states, espe-
cially in the areas of boating and maritime recreation. Un-
fortunately, the accident rates are also high as a result of 
how busy the state is. Thousands of individuals are injured 
in Florida each year because of someone else’s negligence. 
These individuals deserve to be compensated for their 
damages, but can only obtain compensation with the coun-
sel and representation of a personal injury lawyer. To bet-
ter serve the our consumers, Alpizar Law, LLC has recently 
launched a new website. 
 
Alpizar Law has practiced personal injury law in the Brevard 
County area for many years. The attorneys at Alpizar Law 
have over 40 years of collective experience, and have 
helped countless clients obtain fair compensation for inju-
ries they have wrongfully suffered. The firm has recovered 
tens of millions of dollars for clients over the years estab-
lishing the firm with elite memberships in  the Million Dollar 
Advocates Forum® and the Multi-Million Dollar Advocates 
Forum®. They also have an AV® Preeminent Rating with 

Martindale-Hubbell® and have been regularly selected for 
inclusion in the Florida Super Lawyers® and among Florida’s 
Legal Elite®. 
 
The firm also holds memberships with various legal associa-
tions, allowing them to stay on top of current personal in-
jury and trial law issues. These memberships include the 
Florida Justice Association, Southern Trial Lawyers Associa-
tion, Association of Plaintiff Interstate Trucking Lawyers, 
the National Trial Lawyers Association, the American Trial 
Lawyers Association, and the American Association of Jus-
tice. The attorneys at Alpizar Law are dedicated to fighting 
for justice and obtaining satisfactory results! They also offer 
a free initial consultation for each client so that they can 
meet and feel comfortable with their decision. More infor-
mation about Alpizar Law and their services can be found by 
visiting their new website at WWW.ALPIZARLAW.COM. 

Alpizar Law Launches 

New Website 

Alpizar Law - Parte de su Comunidad 
Nos sentimos orgullosos de las comunidades de Palm Bay y el 
condado de Brevard. Como abogados de las lesions person-
ales, reconocemos la diversidad de nuestras comunidades. 
Sabemos la importancia de las raíces y el patrimonio cultural, 
incluyendo el idioma y un entendimiento de sus creencias, ne-
cesidades y más. En la firma de Alpizar Law, hacemos más que 
hablar español: Comprendemos su cultura. Si tiene un caso de 
herida personal, llámenos al (321) 676-2511 o contáctanos por el 
Internet a www.alpizarlaw.com. Podemos ayudar, respondi-
endo a todas sus pregunta.  
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NOTABLE CASES medical care and treatment in the fu-
ture.  A week before trial, Alpizar Law 
was able to secure a settlement in ex-
cess of $415,000.00 on behalf of Ms. 
Doe.   

PARKING LOT ACCIDENT RESULTS IN 
$209,999.00 SETTLEMENT 

On July 25, 2010, Martha L. Kirby was 
about to enjoy dinner with family and 
friend at Captain Katanna’s when the 
unthinkable happened.  Ms. Kirby was 
standing at the entrance walkway of the 
restaurant waiting for her company 
when she was struck by a motorist 
speeding through the parking lot at-
tempting to get a parking space. The 
impact resulted in a total knee replace-
ment of Ms. Kirby’s left knee. The case 
was successfully resolved with USAA 
Casualty Insurance Company paying the 
bodily injury policy limits of $100,000.00 
and State Farm Insurance Company pay-
ing an additional $109,999.00 from Ms. 
Kirby’s own underinsured/underinsured 
motorist coverage.  In expressing her 
extreme gratitude with the outcome, 
Ms. Kirby stated, “from day one the Alpi-
zar Law Firm has been conscientious, 
keeping me fully informed for the com-
plete duration of my case.” 

Mr. Bahnsen had available uninsured/
underinsured motorist coverage 
through his own automobile insurance 
carrier and was successful in obtaining 
the policy limits of $25,000.00.   
  
The total amount of settlement recov-
ered on behalf of Mr. Bahnsen was 
$135,000.00. 

LARGE TRUCK ACCIDENT RESULTS IN 
OVER $415,000 SETTLEMENT 

In 2005, the Plaintiff, Jane Doe, was 
involved in a motor vehicle accident 
on U.S. Highway 1 in Brevard 
County, Florida.  At the time of the 
collision, Ms. Doe was traveling 
southbound on U.S. Highway 1.  Im-
mediately to her left was a large 
truck.  Ms. Doe alleged that the 
truck merged into her lane of travel, 
striking the left rear quarter panel of 
her vehicle, causing it to go out of 
control, cross all three southbound 
lanes of travel, go over the median 
and ended up facing northbound in 
the left hand, northbound, lane of 
travel.  The operator of the truck 
alleged that it was Ms. Doe who 
crossed into his lane of travel, caus-
ing the collision.  This matter was 
highly contested not only over 
which party was at fault in causing 
the accident, but also the fact that 
the Defendants claimed that the 
injuries claimed by Ms. Doe were pre
-existing, degenerative changes and 
not related to the motor vehicle 
crash.  As a result of the accident, 
Ms. Doe sustained significant and 
permanent injuries for which she 
underwent two separate surgeries 
involving fusions in her cervical 
spine, and would require additional  

REAR END COLLISSION RESULTS IN SETTLE-

MENT FOR MAXIMUM INSURANCE COVERAGE 

On March 30, 2010, Robert Bahnsen was 
stopped at a red light on Emerson Drive 
in Palm Bay, Florida when his vehicle 
was violently rear ended by a vehicle 
owned and operated by Jules Scott.  
Within seconds of the initial impact, the 
vehicle operated by Jules Scott was rear 
ended by a vehicle owned and operated 
by Heather Hendricks causing the Scott 
vehicle to, again,  collide with the rear 
of the vehicle that Mr. Bahnsen was op-
erating.  As a result of the crash, Mr. 
Bahnsen sustained significant and per-
manent injuries for which he underwent 
extensive treatment.  MRI studies con-
firmed that Mr. Bahnsen has sustained 
disc herniations in his cervical spine 
from C4-C7 as well as disc herniations at 
L4-L5 and L5-S1.  Mr. Bahnsen consulted 
with two spinal surgeons who opined 
that he would require spinal surgery as 
a result of the injuries.   
 
The matter was negotiated with the in-
surance carrier for Jules Scott and set-
tled for the available policy limits of 
$100,000.00.  Heather Hendricks was 
insured with liability limits of $10,000.00 
which was also tendered.  
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